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Fr Paddy writes: 
We have experienced a great sadness and 
distress in this past week. For our church 
has faced shame and humiliation unlike 
anything in our lifetime. 
We pray for healing, especially of all 
victims of clergy abuse, and their 
families.  
We pray for Cardinal Pell, and for the 
whole church, that out of the ashes grow 
a purified and stronger church. 
May we all be a part of rebuilding trust 
and confidence in Christ’s church 
through our accountability, transparency 
and compassion.  

Statement of Victim 
“Thank you for your interest in this case. 
Like many survivors I have experienced shame, loneliness, 
depression and struggle. Like many survivors it has taken 
me years to understand the impact on my life. 
At some point we realise that we trusted someone we 
should have feared and we fear those genuine 
relationships that we should trust. 
I would like to thank my family near and far for their support 
of me, and of each other. 
I am a witness in a case brought by the State of Victoria. I 
have put my trust in the police and the criminal justice 
system. 
The process has been stressful and it is not over yet. 
I need space and time to cope with the ongoing criminal 
process. 
I understand this is a big news story but please don't reveal 
my identity. 
I ask that the media respect my privacy. I don't want to give 
any interviews. Please don't come to my home. I want to 
protect my young family and my parents. I don't want them 
swept into the spotlight. 
I am not a spokesperson about child sexual abuse. There 
are many other survivors and advocates who bravely fill 
this role. I am just a regular guy working to support and 
protect my family as best I can. 
Thank you for your support and understanding.” 

STATEMENT FROM 
ARCHBISHOP MARK 
COLERIDGE, 
PRESIDENT OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE 

The news of Cardinal George 
Pell’s conviction on historical 
child sexual abuse charges has 
shocked many across Australia 
and around the world, 
including the Catholic 
Bishops of Australia.

The Bishops agree that 
everyone should be equal 
under the law, and we 
respect the Australian 
legal system. The same 
legal system that 
delivered the verdict will 
consider the appeal that 
the Cardinal’s legal team 
has lodged. Our hope, at 
all times, is that through 
this process, justice will 
be served. 

In the meantime, we pray 
for all those who have 
been abused and their 
loved ones, and we 
commit ourselves anew to 
doing everything possible 
to ensure that the Church 
is a safe place for all, 
especially the young and 
the vulnerable. 
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Fr Frank Brennan s.j. writes in Eureka Street Journal:

Was the verdict unreasonable? Can it be supported having 
regard to the evidence? Those are questions for the appeal 
court. I can only hope and pray that the complainant can 
find some peace, able to get on with his life, whichever way 
the appeal goes. Should the appeal fail, I hope and pray 
that Cardinal Pell, heading for prison, is not the unwitting 
victim of a wounded nation in search of a scapegoat. 
Should the appeal succeed, the Victoria Police should 
review the adequacy of the police investigation of these 
serious criminal charges.
When the committal proceedings against Pell first 
commenced in July 2017, Fran Kelly asked me on ABC 
Radio National Breakfast: 'Do you have concerns about 
this case, regardless of the outcome, and how it's going to 
affect the Church?' I answered: 'Fran, I think this case will 
be a test of all individuals and all institutions involved. And 
all we can do is hope that the outcome will be marked by 
truth, justice, healing, reconciliation and transparency. A 
huge challenge for my church, and yes a lot will ride on this 
case. But what is absolutely essential is that the law be 
allowed to do its work. And let's wait and see the evidence, 
and let's wait and see how it plays out. And let's hope there 
can be truth and justice for all individuals involved in these 
proceedings.' And that is still my hope.

National Catholic 
Safeguarding 

Standards
https://www.cpsltd.org.au 

Mary MacKillop Parish
We are committed to a safe 
and nurturing culture for all 
children and young people 
in our parish.  The Western 
District Catholic 
Communities hold the care, 
safety and well being of 
children and young people 
as central and fundamental 
responsibilities of the 
Church.  This commitment 
is drawn from and inherent 
in the teaching and mission 
of Jesus Christ, with love, 
justice and the sanctity of 
each human person at the 
heart of the Gospel.
c.f. www.westernborder.church 

If you or anyone you know 
needs help:

•  
Lifeline on 13 11 14

•  
beyondblue on 1300 224 
636

•  
Blue Knot Foundation on 
1300 657 380

•  
MensLine Australia on 
1300 789 978

•  
Suicide Call Back Service 
on 1300 659 467

•  
Kids Helpline on 1800 
551 800

•  
Headspace on 1800 650 

•
• 890
•  

QLife on 1800 184 527

Catholic Professional 
Standards Ltd is 

committed to fostering a 
culture of safety and care 

for children and vulnerable 
adults by developing 

National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards.
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