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St Mary’s Parish

Incorparating the Catholic communities of Hamilton,
Dunkeld, Macarthur, Glenthompson and Penshurst.

4th Sunday of Lent, Year C

First Reading Jos 5:9-12
A reading from the beok of Joshua

The people of God went to the promised land and
there kept the passover.

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today | have taken
the shame of Egypt away from you.

The Israelites pitched their camp at

Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the
fourteenth day of the month, at evening in
the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the
Passover they tasted the produce of that
country, unfeavened bread and roasted
ears of corn, that same day. From that time,
from their first eating of the produce of that
country, the manna stopped falling. And
having manna no longer, the Israelites fed
from that year onwards on what the fand of
Canaan yielded.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 33:2-7.R.v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1. | will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast,
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)

2. Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)

3. Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R.)

Second Reading 2 Cor5:17-21

A reading from the second letter of St
Paul to the Corinthians
God reconciled us to himseif through Christ.

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new
creation; the old creation has gone, and
now the new one is here. It is all God's
work. It was God who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the work
of handing on his recongiliation. In other
words, God in Christ was reconciling the
world to himself, not holding men's faults
against them, and he has entrusted to us
the news that they are reconciled, So we
are amhassadors for Christ; it is as though
God were appealing through us, and the
appeal that we make in Christ's name is: be
reconciled to God. For our sake God made
the sinless one into sin, so that in him we
might become the goodness of God.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 15:18

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

| will rise and go to my Father and telf him:

Father, | have sinned against heaven and
against you.

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel Lk15:1-3,11-32

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.

The tax collectors and the sinners were all
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes
complained. ‘This man'’ they said ‘welcomes
sinners and eats with them.' So he spoke this
parable to them:

‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his
father, “Father, let me have the share of the
gstate that would come to me.” So the father
divided the property between them. A few days
later, the younger son got together everything
he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.

‘When he had spent it all, that country
experienced a severe famine, and now he began
to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to

one of the loca! inhabitants who put him on his
farm to fead the pigs. And he would willingly
have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were
eating but no one offered him anything. Then he
came to his senses and said, “How many of my
father's paid servants have more food than they
want, and here am | dying of hunger! | will leave
this place and go to my father and say: Father,

| have sinned against heaven and against you;

| no longer deserve to be called your son; treat
me as one of your paid servants.” So he left the
place and went back to his father.

‘While he was still a long way off, his father
saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to
the bay, clasped him in his arms and kissed
him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you. [ no
longer deserve to be called your son.” But the
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the
best robe and put it on him; put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we
have been fattening, and kil it; we are going to
have a feast, a celebration, hecause this son

of mine was dead and has come back to life;
he was jost and is found.” And they began to
celebrate.

‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and

on his way back, as he drew near the house,

he could hear music and dancing. Calling one
of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant
“and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and
sound.” He was angry then and refused to go In,
and his father came out to plead with him; but
he answered his father, "Look, all these years |
have slaved for you and never once disobeyed
your orders, yet you never offered me so much
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But
for this son of yours, when he comes back after
swallowing up your propetty ~ he and his women
- you Kill the calf we had been fattening.”

‘The father said, “My son, you are with me
always and all | have is yours, But it is only right
we should celebrate and rejoice, because your
brother here was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and is found.™
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Reflection
by Greg Sunter

Today's gospel is perhaps the most famous
of the parables that are unique to the Gospel
of Luke. Sadly, what is often overlooked Is the
accusation aimed at Jesus that leads into the
telling of this and two other shorter parables
{the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin - Lk 15:4-
10). The Pharisees and scribes accuse Jesus
of what they regard to be abhorrent behaviour
in relation to the putity code that dominated
1st Century life: not only does Jesus welcome
sinners, he actually shares meals with
them. This would be absolutely scandalous
behaviour. Who you ate with was a reflection
of who you were. To eat with sinners and the
unclean effectively made you a sinner and
unclean.

The three parables Jesus tells in response (o
this accusation are all about the lost being
found and great rejoicing over the finding
of the lost sheep, lost coin, or fost son. The
Gospel of Luke - more so than any of the
others - has a very strong focus on the
message of Jesus being addressed to and
welcomed by the outcasts and marginalised;
in other words, the ‘lost’ of his society. Rather
than being embarrassed by the accutsation
that he ate with sinners, Jesus would have
worn those words like a badge of honowr. It
was exactly what his missfon and ministry
was all about - being one with the poor;
the outcast; the sinful; the fost. The three
parables, and particulerly the parable of
the lost son, demonstrate the joy of a loving
God when one who was lost returns, The
extravagant welcome the prodigal son
recelves from his father is symbolic of the
extravagance of God's love that will be poured
out for any ‘sinner’ who returns to God.

The Gospel of the Lord
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