First Reading Gn22:1-2,9-13.15-18
A reading from the book of Genesis
The sescrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.

God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham,
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Abraham,’ he called.’ Here | am’ he replied. |

‘Take your son,’” Ged said 'your only child
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah. There you shall offer him as a
burnt offering, on a mountain | will point
out to you.'

When they arrived at the place God had
pointed out to him, Abraham built an
altar there, and arranged the weod. Then
he bound his son Isaac and put him on
the altar on top of the wood. Abraham
stretched out his hand and seized the
knife to kill his son.

But the angel of the Lord called to him
from heaven, ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he
sald. 'l am here' he replied. 'Do not raise
your hand against the boy' the angel said.
‘Do not harm him, for now | Know you fear
God. You have not refused me your son,
your only son.” Then looking up, Abraham
saw a ram caught by its horns in a bush.
Abraham took the ram and offered it as a
burnt offering in place of his son.

The angel of the Lord called Abraham

a second time from heaven. ‘| swear by
my own self - it is the Lord who speaks -
because you have done this, because you
have not refused me your son, your only
son, | will shower blessings on you, | will
make your descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and the grains of sand on
the seashore. Your descendants shall gain
possession of the gates of your enemies.
All the nations of the earth shall bless
themselves by your descendants, as a
reward for your obedience.’

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9

(R.)  wilt walk in the presence of the Lord
in the land of the living.

1. ltrusted, even when | said:
‘I am sorely afflicted.’
0 precious in the eyes of the Lord
is the death of his faithful. (R.)

2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am |;
you have lposened my bonds.
A thanksgiving sacrifice | make:
| will call on the Lord’s name. (R.}

3. My vows to the Lord | wilt fulfil
before all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)
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Second Reading Rom 8:31-34

A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Romans

God did not spare his own Son.

With God on our side who can he against
us? Since God did not spare his own Son,
but gave him up to benefit us all, we may

be certain, after such a gift, that he will not
refuse anything he can give. Could anyone
accuse those that God has chosen? When
God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could
Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us - he
rose from the dead, and there at God's right
hand he stands and pleads for us.

The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Mt 17:5

Glory and praise to you,
Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud, the Father's
voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you,
Lord Jesus Christ!

Mk 9:2-10

A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Mark

This is my Son, the beloved; listen to mm.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John and led them up a high mountain where
they could be alone by themselves. There

in their presence he was transfigured: his
clothes hecame dazzlingly white, whiter than
any earthly bleacher could make them. Elijah
appeared to them with Moses; and they

were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to
Jesus. ‘Rabbi,' he said 'it is wonderful for us
to be here; so let us make three tents, one

© for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’

- from the dead. They observed the warning
- faithfully, though among themselves they

He did not know what to say; they were so
frightened. And a cloud came, covering them
in shadow; and there came a voice from the
cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen

to him.” Then suddenly, when they locked
round, they saw no one with them any more
but only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain he
warned them to tell no one what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen

discussed what ‘rising from the dead’
could mean.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Reflection
by Greg Sunier

Like so many other important events in the
Bible, the events of this week’s gospel occur
on a high mountaintop. Mountaintops were

: places of special and dramatic encounter

with God and the disciples’ experience of
the transfiguration is clearly no exception!
in this instance, the disciples suddenly see

. Jesus’ power fully revealed but they fail

to fully understand what is going on, One
might think how much more obvious could
God be about trying to reveal Jesus’ identity
to the disciples, but still they don't realily
catch on. Peter thinks he has caught on
to the message. When the great prophets
Elijah and Moses appear beside Jesus,
Peter understands Jesus to be part of the
line of prophets in the Hebrew tradition. He
believes he has had a great insight and is so
impressed that he wants to remain on the
mountaintop - setting up tents in honour
of Jesus, Elijah and Moses. In essence,
Peter has still only partially understood who
Jesus is. He thinks he is the Messiah, but a
Messiah in the same mould as the prophets
of ofd, a prophet of the old tradition. He has
not understood that Jesus is breaking that
mould and creating a new vision, a new
tradition - one that is endorsed by the voice
of God on the mountaintap.

Rather than allowing the disciples to
set up tents and remain in the ‘high’
of this experience, Jesus immediately
leads the boys back down the mountain.
This is perhaps the greatest message of

i this passage: that life Is not lived on the
i mountaintop but back down in the valley.

Although the mountaintop experience may
have provided some new insight and new
energy, it is back down in the valley that the
world waits; that the real work needs to be
done; that the sick and the poor are crying
out for God's love and mergy.
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS. ST MARY'S ROSTER: Next Wiend - 7th & 8th March
DEATHS: Bill Warren (Annette Masson’s Step Father), 6pm Mass 10:30am Mass
George (Chalkie) Wishart (Margaret Ferrier's Brother), Welcome John Schurmann J&S Hockey
Russell Blohm (father in-law of Pat Biohm) and Lola Hurley Helen Watt Alida Aylmer
Our deepest sympathies and prayers are with these ]
families in their time of sadness. Commentator Karen Brewis Chelsea Storer

1st Reader Bev Kaaye Margaret Roberts
ANNIVERSARIES: Cathy Winnell, John Wishart, :
Kevin Mugavin, Evelyn Presser, Ted McGuane, 2nd Reader Chris Jansen Don Schultz
Elizabeth McArthur, Iris Matuschka, Michael Reid. Offerto M McGrath Rita Taylor
& P Oliver-Snell Noreen Doherty
THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Hockey Eamil
Connie McArthur, Bernie Ronchi, Jacinta Carson, PowerPoint Volunteer Ockey Family
Bernadette Smith, Vu Cuong, Gay Lee, Kerryn - R Taylor, G McDon-
McCluggage, Dorothy Harrison, Val Carter, Dawn | | Ministersof | J Gustus, G Bourke | 54 ¢ pigree
. , . Communion | & R Roache
Anson, Joan Birrell, Percy Mills, Lousie Byme.
Cuppa
Sun. 29th Feb Anne Slatlery
1*sun | 2@sun | 3“sun | 4™sun | 5™sun This Weekend
Ministers of Communion
Penshurst | Mass { No Serv Mass SAWC Mass .
8:30am {To Ham) 6 pm M Walter, K Brewis & Volunteer.
10.30 F Soulsby, G Howell, D Dunn
Dunkeld SAWC No Serv Mass Mass SAWC -uam & D Brody
8:30am {To Glen) ST JOSEPH'S ROSTER - 1st March
Glen Mass No Serv Lect Maraie Eal
SAWC (To SAWC ector argie cales
8:30am :
oo Dunkeld) Glits Kelly Family
No Serv i
Macarthur | Mass SAWC Ham or Mass Prayers Brendan Kelly
8:30am Orford Special Minister Helen Brown
9am -
Flowers
L}
St Mary's Church Cleaning Ma.ruh Weekday Mass or SAWC
A Milne, H Watt, P Daffey & M Grinham Hamilton
Tuesday Mass 10am Monivae Chapel
SACRAMENT OF St Vincent De Paul Wednesday Massl0am Tuesday 8.15am
RECONCILIATION IVlaryknoII Thursday Mass 10am Penshurst
Hamilton Clarendon St, Ham. Friday Mass 10am Mass 10am
Fri. After10am Mass Welfare, Assistance, * If there is a funeral, it replaces the Mass of the Day.
Sat. 5.30 before Mass Support Centre
: Parish Collections
Mon.- Fri. 1-3pm Weekend TR \&B F 2 LS
Other Mass 55719859 or 0408923181 eekend counters : t.erguson tevens
Centres Next w/end counters: A Milne & M Meagher
Sundays Interested volunteers pleasa F.Y.T.D $65,693 Pledged total $109,200
Before 2am enquire on above Mobile No. Weekly Priest’s Support $ 430




. Alternatively you can watch the keynote |

Office hours: 9am to 4pm, Tuesday to Friday

Website: www.stmaryshamilton.org.au
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This week Project Compassicn focuses on
Niger, where life is very tough. Many live in
extreme poverty, often unable to afford or
access food and water.

In Niger, more than half the children under five
years old have experienced malnutrition. A
Nutrition Centre in Niger (supported by Caritas
Australia) admits over 500 malnourished
children every week.

When Fati (2 and a halfy became malnourished,
her mother Mariama took her to the Centre to
receive the food, nutritional supplements and
medical care that she needed to recover.
Mariama too was able to regain her strength
and learn new income producing skills.

Please donate to Project Compassion 2015
through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

Bulletin Notice

. St Mary’s Book Club will meet at the Blue Malt on
Wed. 4th March at 7.30pm to review
There Should Be More Dancing by Rosalie Ham.

) World Day of Prayer Celebration
Friday 6th March @ 1.30pm
Baptist Church Gray Street Hamilton

+ PASTORAL CARE TEAM MEETING
Our first pastoral care team meeting for this year will be
held on Wed. 11th March at 11am in the parish house.
All inguiries, please contact Colleen Johnson via parish
office 5571 1161 or
email: pastoralcare@stmaryshamilton.org.au

+ Meditation
Each Wednesday Parish House @ 7.30

+ Stations of the Cross
Each Thursday of Lent @ 7pm

Rebuilt Leadership Team

On Sunday, 1°' March, following the 10:30am
Mass, we will hold our first meeting for all those
interested in the Rebuilt program. We would
like to call on anyone who has read this book to
come along to this gathering. On the day we will
go through a discernment process to determine
4 or 5 people to form a Rebuilt Leadership
Team. This team will meet together regularly, to
offer formed direction for the implementation
of some of the Rebuilt ideas. There are copies
of this book available at the parish house now.

presentations from the Proclaim Conference on
the internet at this address;
http://www.proclaimconference.com.au/resour
ces#fagnoanchor

St Mary's Parish wishes John all
the best on his return to
Wwarrnambool.

Thank you for being apart of
St Mary's Parish Hamilton.

fRurniss’ Y,

The Quilt of Hope
This is a remarkable work completed by a Ballarat
group: Moving Towards Justice Inc. It aims to garner
support for survivors of church related child sexual
abuse and symbolises the piecing together of shattered
lives, The Quilt has given rise to interest far & wide: in
church communities as well as shopping malls and other
public venues. It will be displayed at Parliament House
and given prominence in the Museum of Australian
Democracy at the Eureka Centre.
On Sunday, 1st March the Quilt will be displayed at St
Joseph’s Church, Warnambool {10am-5.45pm)and we
welcome this opportunity to invite you to come &
reflect in hope. By acting together we might share
compassion and heaiing with those who have suffered.
[t is our hope that the quilt may visit Hamilton.
Fr Paddy.]

Prayer
Merciful God,
the arms of your son embrace
all who suffer and despair.
Jesus walked the steps to Calvary
to know the path of all who walk
In pain and misery.

Upon the Tree of Life his compassion
flows our to all the world.
Open our hearts
to be merciful to all those
who are weighed down
with sorrow and suffering.
Through Christ Our Lord
Amen.

Please see that an older person accompanies a child to the toilet




Bits and Pieces to Inspire

Let the episode on the mountain transform our
own relationships

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton writes:

“... I read this small piece about what's going on in
Syria, where that terrible civil war is happening -- the
government troops are driving people out of the
country, and they're overflowing into Lebanon,

“This article talks about, ‘Quietly but inexorably, a
human tide has crept into Lebanon, Syria's smallest
and most vulnerable neighbor. As Syrians fleeing civil
war pour over the border, the village priest here, Elian
Nasrallah, trudges through muddy fields to deliver
blankets. His family runs a medical clinic for refugees.
When Christian villagers fret about the flood of Sunni
Muslims, he replies that welcoming them is, 'The real
Christianity.'

“That's the kind of thing we need to think about when
Jesus says love your neighbor as yourself. He means
love everyone, especially those in need. What about
ourselves, as immigrants come across our border, not
fleeing war but fleeing economic deprivation that is
severe? Should we build a wall to turn them away?
What's the real Christianity? Welcome them; listen to
Jesus, God tells us. Hear what he says and follow him.

“ Another part of his teaching that comes up during this
final journey to Jerusalem is about the need to, as Jesus
puts it, avoid greed in any form. Avoid greed; don't be
accumulating wealth for yourself. Find a way that
everyone shares in the goods that God gave for all...”

Pope Francis, The Joy of the Gospel

“True love is always contemplative, and permits us to
serve the other not cut of necessity or vanity, but rather
because he or she is beautiful above and beyond mere
appearances.”

Par 199 from Evangelii Gaudinnt, Pope Francis, Nov. 24,
2013

Saints of the Week - St Perpetua & St Felicity

“When my father in his affection for me was trying to
turn me from my purpose by arguments and thus
weaken my faith, I said to him, ‘Do you see this
vessel— waterpot or whatever it may be? Can it be
called by any other name than what it is? ‘No,” he
replied. ‘So also I cannot call myself by any other name

o

than what [ am —a Christian”.

So writes Perpetua, young, beautiful, well-educated, a
noblewoman of Carthage in North Africa, mother of an
infant son and chronicler of the persecution of the
Christians by Emperor Septimius Severus.

Despite threats of persecution and death, Perpetua,
Felicity (a slavewoman and expectant mother), and
three companions, Revocatus, Secundulus, and
Saturninus, refused to renounce their Christian faith.
For their unwillingness, all were sent to the public
games in the amphitheatre. There, Perpetua and
Felicity were beheaded, and the others killed by beasts.

Perpetua’s mother was a Christian and her father a
pagan. He continually pleaded with her to deny her
faith. She refused and was imprisoned at 22.

In her diary, Perpetua describes her period of captivity:
“What a day of horrot! Terrible heat, owing to the
crowds! Rough treatment by the soldiers! To crown all,
I was tormented with anxiety for my baby.. Such
anxieties I suffered for many days, but [ obtained leave
for my baby to remain in the prison with me, and being
relieved of my trouble and anxiety for him, I at once
recovered my health, and my prison became a palace
to me and I would rather have been there than
anywhere else.”

Felicity gave birth to a girl a few days before the games
commenced.

Perpetua’s record of her trial and imprisonment ends
the day before the games. “Of what was done in the
games themselves, let him write who will.” The diary
was finished by an eyewitness.




