Saint Mary MacKillop Parish

Western Border

Comprising the communities of Apsley, Balmoral, Casterton, Coleraine, Dunkeld, Edenhope, Glenthompson,
Goroke, Hamifton, Harrow, Macarthur, Penshurst and Tarrayoukyan.

23 Dinwoodie 5t HAMILTON VIC 3300

manager@westernhorder.church

Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Midnight 25 December 2018

First Reading Is 9:1-7
A s0n i given to us.

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone,
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the
spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt
and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts
will do this.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 956:1-3.11-13 R.Lk2:11

(R.) Today Is born our Saviour,
Christ the Lord.

1. 0Osinga new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
0 sing to the Lord, bless his name. {R.)

2. Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all

the peoples. (R.)

3. Letthe heavens rejoice and earth
he glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord
for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth. (R.)

4.  With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with
his truth (R.)

Second Reading Ti2:11-14

God's grace has been revealed to all people.

God's grace has been revealed, and it has made
salvation possible for the whole human race and
taught us that what we have to do is to give up
everything that does not lead to God, and all our
worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained
and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for
the blessing which will come with the Appearing
of the glory of cur great God and saviour Christ
Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to
set us free from all wickedness and to purify
a people so that it could be his very own and
would have no ambition except to do good.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 2:10-11

Alleluia, alleluia!

Good News and great joy to all
the world:

today is born our Saviour, Christ
the Lord.

Alleiuia!

Gospel Lk2:1-14

Today a saviour has been born for you.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of
the whole world to be taken. This census - the
first - took place while Quirinius was governor of
Syria, and everyone went to his own town to be
registered. So Joseph set out from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea,
to the town of David called Bethlehem, since he
was of David’s House and line, in order to be
registered together with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. White they were there the
time came for her to have her child, and she gave
birth to a son, her first-born. She wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for them at the inn.
In the countryside close by there were shepherds
who lived in the fields and took it in turns to
watch their flocks during the night. The angel
of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of
the Lord shone round them. They were terrified,
but the angel said, ‘Do not he afraid. Listen,
| bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared
by the whole people. Today in the town of David
a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lvingin a
manger.” And suddenly with the angel there was
a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God
and singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.’
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Reflectlion by Greg Sunter

If you were to give just a cursory glance
at a collection of 'religious' Christmas
cards, or even the local nativity scene,
you would undoubtedly see a varied
assortment of shepherds, wise men,
livestock and angels gathered around
the holy family in a timber structure of
some sort. Even the most casual
reading of Luke’s account of the birth
of Christ would reveal that most of the
nativity figurines are missing! Our
retelling of the birth of Christ tends to
be an amalgamation of the Luke and
Matthew versions with a bit of creative
tradition thrown in for good measure.

The Luke account of the nativity carries
a very specific theology that runs
throughout the rest of that gospel. It is
a theology that places the outcast and
downtrodden at the centre of Jesus’
mission. In this account, Jesus is born
outside the town because there is no
room for Joseph and Mary within the
safety of the inn. Like those he will
minister to later in life, Jesus is born
‘on the edge’ - even outside the
boundaries. Rather than the impressive
‘Wise Men' of the Matthew infancy
account, the witnesses to Jesus’ birth
in the Luke account are lowly
shepherds. Unlike the somewhat
romantic notion we may have of
shepherds, in Jesus' time they were
regarded as little better than thieves
and cutthroats. All they could be
trusted to do was tend sheep outside
of townships and away from ‘civilised’
society. They held one of the lowest
positions in Jewish society. The gospel
writer's choice of these witnesses to
the birth of Jesus is a very deliberate
one that clearly announces the purpose
and direction of Jesus' mission.



1st Collection & Christmas Offerings

It is a Catholic tradition to include in
our Christmas gifts an offering that
contributes to the support of our priests.
Their annual stipend is drawn from the First
Collections which needs “topping up” with
your generous Christmas Offerings.

(Envelopes can be returned by placing on
either collection plate or to Parish Office.)

Thank you for your generosity.

2nd Collection - Bishop’s Christmas Appeal

Our Christmas Appeal is one way by

which the diocese can respond to the

many communities from near and far
who turn to us for assistance.

| thank the people of the diocese for
their support last year’s (2017)

appeal Total $51,000.

Thank you in anticipation Paul Bird cssr
Collections will be held in all Parishes during
Christmas Eve/Day Masses.

Saint Mary Mackillop Parish

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR
PRAYERS

Anniversary:
Terry Nunan, Nellie Landini, Melva Ackland,

Vincent Kennedy, Brian Rigney, Ron Landini.

SICK:

Naomi Phillips, Ed Carmody, Michael & Judy Bowden,
Jean Hilton, Noreen Kenny, Graham Sewell,

Fay Templeton, Isobel Hutchins, John Healy.

to spare. There wiII be someone present .
: : throughout the. evenlng 4

St Mary’s Parish Office
will be closed between
Christmas & New Year
Tues. 25th - Tues. 1st.

Wishing all parishioners

a safe & happy Christmas.

Prayer
While all the world, Lord God,
lay wrapped in deepest silence,
and night had reached it midpoint,
your all-powerful Word came down.
As year by year the beauty
of this night returns,
may we, proclaim:
Glory to you, our God,
in the highest heaven, peace on earth
and in the depths of every heart.

Amen.

www.facebook.com/westernbordercatholicparish




Kate (Johnston) & Marcus Picken \
9th March 2018
Sacred Heart Kew

>

. ‘Mfajella (Bowden) & Gordon Mallard
9th October 2018,
Alice Springs N.T.

Lauren (Stanhope) & Tim McMahon
20th Oct 2018, St Mary Church Hamilton. )

DEATHS ®

Sean Murphy, Peter McCluskey,
Nola Edwards, Anthony Lucas, Margaret Hardingham,
Graeme Page, Cheryle Holian, Margaret Ely,

2
John Foran, Margaret Ball, O
1
8

Catherine Edlich, Valerie Carter, l
Mary Kearney, Patrick Healy, Roger Gill,
Sheila Hill, John Schurmann, Gwenda Woodward,

Jean Ross, Mary Hanes, Marjorie Kearns,
Alex Philip, Jan Metrett.




A Christmas Message 2018
St Mary’s Parish, Hamilton.

A very warm WELCOME to Parishioners,
your Families and Visitors alike!
A special welcome to those of other faiths, or maybe of no faith.
We are honoured by your presence.
In remembering the powerlessness and vulnerability of Jesus, born a helpless
little baby in Bethlehem, we remain mindful of the Royal Commission report of
12 months ago, which calls our church to deep humility and repentance. We
lament the crimes done by church people to powerless and vulnerable little
children in our recent history. Our parish commits to doing all in our power to
redress the harm done, and to give utmost care to whoever be vulnerable
amongst us, especially children. We humbly seek forgiveness for any neglect on
our part.

May every one of you be richly blessed in these days of Christmas.
May your hearts and families be filled with the loving kindness of our God,

as expressed in the story of the birth in Bethlehem,

and may this same love be born anew within you.

To those of you, who for whatever reason,

no longer are active members of our parish family:

May God stir afresh in your hearts the desire to be a contributing part of our church family
and so rebuild our church as a humble and listening faith community built on the example
and spirit of Jesus who inspires us to love and serve one another.

We pray and hope for the day when we can welcome you back to our weekly Eucharist and
the activities which flow from there.

Thus will our faith community be the stronger, and Christ be ever more present.

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all those
who contribute in countless ways to making
our parish the Spirit-filled community it is.

A Merry Christmas and lasting peace to you all.

St Mary’s Parish Pastoral Team:
Noreen McLeish, Carolyn Stanhope, Kymhan Watson,

Keryn Gordon, Terry Pezzutti, John Hockey, Fr John McKinnon,
& Fr Paddy Mugavin.



