Flrst Reading 1s %:1-7

A5G s divan [ 08,

The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great lighl;
an those who live in a land of deap shadow
a light has shane.
You have made ther gadness greater,
yOU haye made Whelr oy incieass;
they rejoice in your presence
a5 men mjpice at harvest time,
a5 men are happy when they are dividing the
S00ilE.
Faor the yoke that was weighing on him,
Ihe bar across s shoulders,
the rod of His oppressor,
thesa you break as on Lhe day of Midian,
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak called in blosd,
is burnt
and congumed by fire,
For there is a child bomn for us,
2 5on given tu us
ang daminian is 12id on s shoulders,
and this is the name 1hey give him:
Wandear-Counsallor, Mighty-God,
Elernal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide ia his dominion
in 8 peace that has no end,
for Ihe Uhrona of Cavid
and for his rayal power,
which he sstablishes and makes sacura
in Justice and inlegrity.
From Lhis time onwards and far ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts
wwill do Whis.

Rasponsorlal Psalm
Ps 95:1-3. 1113 R. Lk 2111

iK.) Today Is barm our Saviour,
Christ the Lord,

1. O singa rew song (o tha Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
0 sing ta the Lord, bless his name. (7.

2. Poclaim his help day by day,
tgll amang the nations his glory
and his wonders amang all

the peaplos. [A.)

3. Lel the heagvens rejaice and eartin
Le glad,

tat the sea and all within i thunder praige,

fat the land and all it bears rejoics,
ali the trees of the wood shaul for joy
at the prosence of the Lord

for he comes,
he comes 1o rule the garh. (R)

4. \With justice he will rule the warld,
he wil judge the peoples wilh
his trulh ()

| Second Reading Tl 2:11-14
| G0’ graca has been reveated 10 81 peopla,

wollld have no ambition except to do good.

Gospel Acclamation Lk 2:10-11

Allelwia, allalula!
Good News and great joy to all
the world:
today is Barn our Savigur, Christ
© the Lord.

Allelulal

Gospel Lk 2:1-14

Today 8 SEu0ur has been B for pel.

and singing:
'Glary L3 Ged in the hignest heaven
and peace to men whe enjoy his favaur’

God's grace has bean revealed, and il has made
salvalion possible for the whale human race and
Llavghl us 1hal what we have to do s {o give up
everything Lhat does nol lead to Gog, and all gur
worldly ambitiong; we muat be self-reslraingd
and Ilive good and religlous lives hesg in this
present world, while we are wailing in hopg far
| the blessing which will come with ihe Appearing
of the glory of aur greal Ged and saviour Christ
Jesus, He sacrificed himself for us m order o
get us free from all wickedness and to punly
a people $o that it could be his vary own and

Caosar Auguatus issued a decres for a census of
. the whale wortd to be lakan. This census - the
firat - ook place while Quirialus was govarnaor of
Syria, and averyona wenl to hls own town 10 be
regislerad. S0 Joseph set out fram the lown of
Mazareth in Galilee and travelled up W ludaea,
| tp the town of David called Bethlehem, since he
was of Cravid's Hoose and ling, in order 10 e
registared fogether with Mary, hls batrolhed,
who was with chlld, While Lhey were thare {he
time came far her to have her child, and she gave
birth to & son, her firstbarn, She wrapged him
in swaddling clethes, and laid him in g manges |
because there was no raam for them at the nn,
" Inthe countryside close by Lhere wers shepherds
wha lived in the fields and teak it In turas to
| walch their fiocks ducng the nighl, Thz angel
of the Lord appeared o them and the glory of
the Lord shane reund them. They wers teified,
bul the angel said, ‘Da nol be afiaid. Listen,
I 1 bring you news of great joy, @ Joy 10 be shared
by Lhe whote people. Taday [n the town of David
2 savipur has been born 1o you, he is Crrisl the
. Lord, And hera is @ sign for yow you wil find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and hingin a
manger.' And suddenly with the angel there was
a great \hrong of the heavenly host, pra:sing God
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Comprising the communities of Apshey, Balmoral, Castarlon,
Coroke, Hamifton, Herrow, Macorthus, Minimay,

Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Midnight

Colerolne, Dunkald, Edenhope, Glenthompsan,
Panshurst amd Tarnayeuion,

25 December 2019

. Reftection oy Greg Sunter

. If you were [ give just & cursory glance
at a collection of ‘eligious’ Christmas
cards, or avan the local nativity Scens,
you would undoubtedly see a varied
assortment of shepherds, wisa men,
fivestock and angels gathered around
the holy family in a imber structure of
some sorl. Even the most casual
reading of Luke's account of the birth
. of Christ would reveal that most of the
nativity figurines are missingl Our
retelling of the hirth of Christ tends 1o
1 ke an amalgamation of the Luke and
Matthiew versians wilh a bit of creative
tradition thrown in for good measurs,

Thea Luke account of the rativity carries
a very specific theology that runs
throughaut the rest of that gospal. It is
i a theology that places the cukcast and
downtrodden at the cenire of lesus’
mission, In this aceaunt, Jasus is borm
- putside the town because there i no
room for Joseph and Mary within the
safsty of the inn, Like those he will
minister to later in life, lesus is born
'‘on the edge’ - even oulside the
boundaries. Ratner \han the impressive
'Wise Men' of the Matthew infancy
account, the witnesses to Jesus™ Dirth
in the lLuke account are  lowly
. shepherds.  Unlke  Lhe  somewhat
romantic  nation we may have of
shepherds, in lesus’ tme they were
regarded as little hetter than thieves
and cutthroats. Al they couwld be
trusted to do was tend sheep outsude
: of townships and away from "civilised”
society. They held ong of the lowest
pasitions in Jewish society. The gospal
writer's chaoice of these witngsses to
the hirth of Jesus is a very delberats
* one that clearly announces the purpose
and direction of lesus' nkssion,

”



Saint Mary MacKillop Parish

Prayer Vigil New Year’s Eve

New Year's Eve, there will be a vigil of prayer,
in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel, St Mary's
Church from 8pm till 12.30am to celebrate
St Mary's Patronal Feast The Mother of God:
to pray for the welfare of our parish; to pray for
M&(_ peace; to pray in thanksgiving for the blessings of
i ~ the past year and for our own intentions.

1st Collection / Christmas Offerings Pop in and pay a visit if you have a few minutes

It is a Catholic tradition to include in to spare. There will be someone present
our Christmas gifts an offering that throughout the evening.

contributes to the support of our priests.
Their annual stipend is drawn from the First
Collections which needs “topping up” with
your generous Christmas Offerings.

(Envelopes can be returned by placing on
either collection plate or to Parish Office.)
Thank you for your generosity.

2nd Collection - Bishop’s Christmas Appeal

HAPP

CHRISTMAS
St Mary MacKillop Parish Office will be
closed between Christmas & New Year

Our Christmas Appeal is one way by
which the diocese can respond to the Wed 25th - Wed 1st.
many communities from near May your Christmas be blessed with

and far who turn to us for assistance. Love, Peace & Joy.
| thank the people of the diocese for
their support of last year’'s Appeal.

In anticipation | thank all parishioners Prayer
for their generosity in the support of '
the 2019 Christmas Appeal While 2l e s erd,
Paul Bird CSsR lay wrapped in deepést silence,

Collections will be held in all Parishes | BELCRUFIESGECNCENCLRLERUTT]TILLY
your all-powerful Word came down.

during
. As year by year the beauty
Christmas Eve/Day Masses. of this nlaht returns,
—— —— growing old with the aged
and renewed
Farewell & Thank you in the wonder of children,
Glory to you, our God,
Fr Doan Ngu‘i’en in the highest heaven,
Sunday 29th December e thpﬂdaw ﬁn efarth i Do
after 10.30am Mass. Please bring a plate ang n.she gebine 9121y hesll:
to share for light lunch after Mass. AMEN.

www.facebook.com/westernbordercatholicparish ' Like us on
www.westernborder.church Facebook
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Lexi Turner, Jax Hollard, Wren Hollard, Aylah Coorte,
Connor Wensley, Aliza Wensley, Nathaniel Wensley ,
Giuliana Causer, Caleb Reid, Guy Haley,
Obie Sherlock, Molly Sherlock, Harry Wilkie, Rhian Carreon, Chantz Ezard, Erin
Houlihan, Gemma Houlihan, Shakiah Willis,
: b Kt Tade :

Deaths

Alex Philip, John Goggin, Ann Eales, Frank Waight, Raymond
O'Brien, Kees Onderwater, Roger Edge, Giuseppe Gatti,
Kathleen Torney, Christopher McDonald, Eileen Hutchins,
Naomi Phillips, Judith Page, Gladys Ryan, Alfred Roberts,
Joan Holyoak, Dawn Trigger, Gaby Borbiro, Shirley Thomas,

Dawn Barker, Teresa Hurley. |




;'l Chrrstmas Messuge 2019

St Mary MacKillop Parish Western Border

A very warm WELCOME to Parishioners,
your Families and Visitors alike!
A special welcome to those of other faiths, or maybe of no faith.
We are honoured by your presence.

May every one of you be richly blessed in these days of Christmas.
May your hearts and families be filled with the loving kindness of our God,
as expressed in the story of the birth in Bethlehem,
and may this same love be born anew within you.

To those of you, who for whatever reason,
no longer are active members of our parish family:

May God stir afresh in your hearts the desire
to be a contributing part of our church family
and so rebuild our church as a humble and listening faith community,
built on the example and spirit of Jesus
who inspires us to love and serve one another.

We pray and hope for the day
when we can welcome you back to our weekly Eucharist
and the activities which flow from there.

Thus, will our faith community be the stronger,
and Christ be ever more present.

A heartfelt THANK YOU to all those
who contribute in countless ways to making
our parish the Spirit-filled community it is.
A Merry Christmas and lasting peace to you all.

St Mary’s Pastoral Team:
Noreen McLeish, Carolyn Stanhope, Kymhan Watson,
Maria Patience, Trish Irving, John Hockey, Fr John McKinnon,
Fr Doan & Fr Paddy Mugavm




