The Presentation of the Lord

First Reading Mal 3:1.4

Ths Lord wihdem yi S&Es w gOr s o s femele.

Thae Lord God says Lhis: Logk, | em going to send
ny messenger o grepan: a way bafore me, And
the Lord you are seqking will suddenly enter his
lerpls; and the angel of the covenant whom
you arg lgnging far, yes, he is caming says the
Losd of hosts. Who will be able to reslst the day
of his coming? Who will remain slanding when
he appears? For he iz like the refiners fire and
the fullar's alkali. He will take his seat as refiner
and purifier; he will punfy Lhe sons of Levt and
refing them like gald and silver, and than they
will make the affening to the Lord as it should pe

made. The alfering of ludah and Jarusalem will -

then be welcomed by the Lord as in former days,
aa in the years of old,

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 23:7-10. R. v.10

iR} Who is this kind of glary?
itis the Lorg!

1. O gates, WL up your heads,
graw higher, ancignt deors,
Let kirm enter, the king of gler! (8]

Wha is the king of glory?
The Lord, the mighty, 1he valianl,
the Lord, the valiant in war. [R.)

O gates, Wt high your heads;
Ercan higher, angient doars.
Lel him anler, the king of goryl (R

Wha ig he, the king of glony?
He, the Lord of arrmes,
he is the bing of g, (R

Second Reading Heb2:13-18

He had in b mads She psor 3t things.

Since all tha chiliren share the same bleod and
flesh, lasus o shared equally in ik, s¢ 1hal by
hiz death he could lake away all the power of
the devil, who had power over death, ang set
free all those who had Gean held in stavery all
thair lives by the fear of death. For it was nol the
angels that he took t himself, he ook to himsalf
deseent fram Abraham, |8 was ezsantial that he
shauld in this way bogeme completely like g
brothers so that he coyld be a compassicnals
and trustworthy fegh priest af God™s rehgion,
abte tg apne for human sins. That is, because
he has himseif been Vhraugh templaton he is
ab'e to help others who Bre tampiad,

Gospel Acclamation Lk 2:32

Alleluia, alleluial
This is the light of revelaltion to
the nations,
and the glory of your people israel.
Allelula!

Nestern Border

Qospel Lk 2:22-40
My epas havs 554960 your 5aving powen

When the day came far them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, Lhe parenls of
tesys tock him up o Jerusalem ta present hirm
ta the Lord - observing whal slands writter in
the Law of Lthe Lord: Every first-Born ma'e must
ke consecrated to the Lord - and also to offer
in sacrifice, in accordance with what is said in

the Law of the Lard, @ pair of turifedoves or |

two young pigeons, Now in Jenegalem Lheqe
was a man ramesd Simeon, Ha was an upright
and devout man; he Igpked forward to Israel’s
comforling ang the Hely Spirit rested an him, L
had been revealed to him by the Holy Sperit 1hat
he would not s2e death until he fad 58l ayas on
the Ghrist of the Lard, Prompted by the Spirit
he came te the Temple; and when the parants
Brought In the ¢hlld Jesus to do for him what
the Law requlred, he teok him into his arms and
blessed God, and ha said;

‘Mow, Maater, yau can let your senant gon
Reacs,

just as you promised,;

because my oyes hayve seen the salvalon

which you have prepared for all tne ralions
to see,

a light b2 anlighten \he pagans

and the glory of your people Israal’

i Ag the chilg's Father and mother stood there
- wondgring at the things that were being sad
©abput him, Simeon blessed them and said

to Mary his mother, You see this child: he is

- destined for the fall and for the rising of many

in Israel, destined o be a sign that is rejocted
- and a sword will pierge your own soul top -

. &0 that the seqret theughls of many may be -
- However, for the poor, an extra turtisdoye

- of pigean could Be substituted for the

laid bare.”

" There was a grophetass alsa, Anna the daughtar

of Phanuet, of the tribe of Asher. She was wekl
on in vears. Her days of girlhood over, she had
ngen married for seven years hefore becoming
a widow. She was now eighty-four years old and
never l2ft the Templs, serving God night and
dey wilh fasting and prayer. 3he came by just at
that momeant and began to prase God; and she
spoke of the child to all wha lecked foreard to
the deliverance of larusaten

When they had done evenvihing Lhe Law of the
Laord requered, 1hey went Back 1o Galilee, 1o their
own lpwn af Mazareth, Meanwhile the chid graw
to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and
God's Faveur was with him.
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2 February 2020

Reflectlon by Greg Sunter

The gospel whiter has merged two
different ritual events into one in this
passage: a riteal of purfication following
childhirth and an act of redeeming a fust-
born gon through trbute to the Temple.
The ritual of purification referred (o waold
take place forty days after childoirth and
today's feast is the fortieth day from
Christmas and the -celebration of the
hirth of Jesus. It was s ritual for the
mothern, not the child. Mary ang Joseph
took the gppartunily of attending the
Temple 1o bring fesus intc the presence
of God whao, according to traditicn, dwelt
in the Temple. The tradition assccizgted
with tnis punficatlion of wemen after
chirdbidh dictated that a lamb and a
turtledave  of  pigeon  be  saorificed.

lemb. The gospel tells us that Mary and
Jaseph were sacrificing & pair of birds.
This fact gives us an indication of the
status of Mary and Joseph - they wava
gufficigntly poar that they could not
afford o sacrifice & famb.

The other rtual aluded te in the passage
relates to the tradition from Exodus 13:2
and Numbers 18:15 thal every lirst-barn
san belonged to the Lord and had to ke
‘bought back’ or 'redesmed’ by payment
to the Temple, The onginal gommand of
the fist-Born belonging to the Rord
meant that the child was destned o
sarvg in the Temple, However, the chitd
cowd ba redsemad’ from this seqvice by
payment Lo the Termple,

There 13 & great contrast between the
fareaful gntry into the Temple by the Lord
as foratold by Malachi in teday™s first
reading and the humble ealry of tha baby
Jesus into the Temple. It eginforces the
way in which throughaut his ministry
Jesus  gonfounded  many  of  the
axpectalions about 1he Messia™.



We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we stand, the Gunditimara people.

Parish Priest . Fr Patrick Mugavin
patrick.mugavin@ballarat catholic.org.au
Fr Doan Nguyen : doan@westernbarder.church
Parish Manager: John Hockey
managern@westernborder.church
Parish Secretaries: Carolyn Stanhope & Kymhan Watson
admin@westernbordar chureh
Liturgy: Moreen McLeish
noregnm@westernborder.church
Priest in residence: John Mckinnen
john.mckinnon@ballarat. catholic.org.au

Parish Contact Details:

Phane: 03 5571 1161 SMS to Email: 0437 194 523
Office Open Hours: Yarm—4pm Tues o Fri

Email: admin@weslernborder.church

Website: www. westernborder.church

Office Address: 23 Dinwoodie St HAMILTON

Weekend Mass Times @ Hamilton: 6pm Sat & 10:30am Sun
Weekday Mass Times @ Hamilton:T ue Thu, Fri. 10am & Wed 515pm .
Reconciliation (Confession): Sat. 5.30pm & after weekday Mass

We are a Child Safe Parish.

Child Safe Officer: John Hockey 0439 319 823
http://westernborder.church/child-safe-policy-and-protocol/f

5T MARY'S PRIMARY, HAMILTON
Frincipal: Mrs Temielynn Groves
Phone: (03) 5551 9000

ST JOSEPH'S PRIMARY,PENSHURST
Principal: Mr Matthew Uzkuraitis
Phone: (03) 5576 5438

MONIVAE COLLEGE, HAMILTON
Principal: Jonathan Rowe
Fhone: (03) 5551 1200

e e e e ——————
Country Mass Schedule ptijoseph s Benshurst
T'sun | 2°sun | 3°sun | 4"sun | 5"Sun | 2nd Feb. No Service to Hamilton
ek B 9th Feb. 5t Joseph’s School Mass
oraraeny | MAss SAWC Mass Mass
8:30am Y ]
9th February 2020 I
Dunkeld Nq SAWC SAWC Lectar 5t lDSEph'S SEh':"Dl MHSS
530 Mass | Service | Mass : —
:30am (Glen) Prayers 5t Joseph's School Mass
g Gifts St Joseph's School Mass
Glenthompson P SEIYIES
Saemy SAWC | Mass (To Mass | sawc | =
B8:30am Dunkeld) Special Minister  |Helen Borwn
Leader
Macarthur Mass Ser:]u[i:ce Mo Service SET‘EEE Mo Service
8:30am (To Ham) [T hiamy {To Ham)| T Ham] Commurionfohosptd [ Anita Holmes

Our Parish Collections
1st Collection: Priest Support: $989.85

2nd Collection: Stewardship 2020 Fy
Full Year Pledged: $141,438 Given YTD: 575,777

Western Border Parish Mission Outreach
(10% of Stewardship $141,094 2019FY)
Sr Lourdes—Kenya Mission $7,000
Sr Stella’s—India Mission $7,000

Ministry Roster If you are unavailable for your ministry please try to arrange swap & advise office of change.

1 & 2 Feb. Ministers of Communion B8 & 9 Feb. Ministers of Communion
6pm M Byrne, P Kelly & P Dunn T Oliver, R Roache & K 5Stevens
P Stanhope, Nola Joseph, Necola J . .
10.30am P P U Murphy, T Irving, P Fitzgerald, R Fitzgerald & Nola J.
& Volunteer |
Date Welcome Computer 1“Feading 2™ Reading Commentator Gifts Cuppa Count
' Team
Trish Jacinta Michael Terrielynn John Francis & Trish
02,32 Soawyer Ryan McGrath Groves Duywvestyn Rosemary Soawyer Glenn &
Moreen Rafael Margaret Carmel Sherrie MNoreen T Irving I
02/02 i<h ; JoHowe
Mcleis Gaio Meagher Schlaghecke Hockey Doherty M Bell
Sandra Pauline Jacinta John Annette B&T B&) Prrom
S McCaskill Murphy Ryan Duyvestyn Mason Shanahan Roache &'
Sherrie Tiago John " Angelina Felicity Debra K&R Kymhan
o Hockey Gaio Houilhan Juby Shaw Fitzgerald | Fitzgerald




World Day Of
Prayer.
Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk

Planning meeting
Monday 3rd Feb.
@ 1pm Baptist Church Hamilton.
A representative form each Church
will help organise a part.

Info: Helen Mah 0412 683 543

Reusable
St Vinnies is needing
Reusable bags for
Hampers etc..

If you have excess
bags, please leave in
basket in gathering

space Church,
THANK YOU

L Saint Mary MacKlillop Parish

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Deaths:

Anniversary:
Lance Naorris, Dorothy Harman, Fr Francis Harney,

Marma Oliver, Fr Thomas O'Brien, Kathleen Dickie,
France Greenfell, Leonie Lucas, Margaret Robertson,
Val Johnson, Debra Gould, Rosie McDonnell,

SICK:
Jack Handley, John Healy, John O'Brien, Emilie
Meclintyre, Michael & Judy Bowden.

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020
St Mary MacKillop Parish
invites
Candidates for the Sacrament of
Initiation; Reconciliation,
Confirmation
& First Communion

Enrolments
Please contact Parish office:
(Kymhan Wed / Thurs.)on 5571 1161

XY admin@westernborder.church
™ -
» [

PARENTS MEETING
20th February 7-8pm

in the Dunworth Centre.

Our thanks to the
Parishioners of St. Mary’s
Parish, the students of St.
Mary’s Primary School and
Monivae College for their
most generous response to
the Hamilton Conference of
St. Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Appeal.
The response to the Appeal Collection was an
excellent $4600.

During the quarter to 31 December 2019 the
Hamilton Conference provided assistance to needy

families and individuals amounting to $13.810.
The bushfire appeal conducted last weekend
was well supported with the sum of $2487 being
collected.

Ray Corbett, President, Hamilton Conference

Prayer
In the midst of your temple, O God
we ponder your loving kindness.
In the darkness of the shadow of death,
we greet the messenger of light
and life.

We look on the face of a helpless infant
and see the divine countenance
before whom the angels of heaven
veil their faces.

May the light of faith that illumines our hearts
shine brightly before
the throne of your mercy,
and may the fire of charity enkindled in our
lives bring warmth
and joy to our brothers and sisters.

Amen.




‘For Guaranteed Happiness?
Consult & Live the Beatitudes,’
Pope Says at General Audience

Francis started a new series of catechesis,
following his last series on the Acts of the
Apostles, on the Beatitudes in Matthew's
Gospel.

Jesus, the Holy Father underscored, does
not impose them but instead proposes them
as the path to true happiness in the future
that God promises to his faithful people.

“It will do us good,” the Jesuit Pontiff
encouraged, "to take Matthew's Gospel
today, Chapter Five, verses one to eleven
and read the Beatitudes — perhaps once
more during the week — to understand this
very beautiful way, so certain of bringing
happiness, which the Lord proposes to us.”

God, the Argentinian Pope recognized,
often chooses unthinkable ways to give
Himself to us, perhaps those of our
limitations, of our tears, of our defeats.
“The Beatitudes,” he reminded, "always
lead us to joy, they are the way to attain

1

joy.

They are, Francis repeated as he has
underscored in the past, an "identity card”
for Christians. They also, the Pontiff noted,
explain that we are blessed not by our
present situation, but rather by the new
condition that is ours by God's grace.

= presents
B eight ‘doors’
S through which
we can

sl encounter the
power of God’s love to transform our lives
and history. The Beatitudes point us beyond
our limitations, tears and failures towards
that Paschal joy born of Christ's own
victorious passage from death to life.”

January 27: International Holocaust
Remembrance Day

Six Million Died in Nazi Death Camps

Catholics and people of all faiths around the
world mark January 27 as Holocaust
Remembrance Day, an annual time to
remember the murder of more than six
million Jews and others in Nazi Death
Camps during World War 1.

“Never again! Never again... In front of this
appalling tragedy, indifference is
inadmissible, and remembrance is a duty.”

Those were the words of Pope Francis
during his Angelus address yesterday,
January 26, 2020, recalling that January 27,
2020, marks the 75th anniversary of the
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenhau
concentration camp.

“On International Holocaust Remembrance
Day, we remember the millions of precious
souls who perished as a result of the
horrific crimes perpetrated by the Nazi

“regime,” said US President Donald Trump

in a message issued today. "We also
reaffirm our steadfast commitment to
confronting the ¢

vile poison of
anti-Semitism
wherever and
whenever it
arises.

The Elderly Are ‘Protagonists of the Church’s
Pastoral’ Ministry, Says Father Jose Ignacio
Figueroa

‘The elderly are the Church and, therefore,
they are protagonists of the Church'’s
pastoral” care. The elderly evangelize, they
transmit the faith in the family, they
collaborate in thousands of tasks . . .
Finally, the elderly are — as Pope Francis
has pointed out many times —, an
inexhaustible source of experiences and
wisdom, which must not be discarded,”
says Father Jose Ignacio Figueroa in an
interview with Zenit.




