First Reading Acts 1:1-11

Wby Bre you standing hers Iooding (nha the sky? Jesus has
been laken inio Aeaysn.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with
everything lesus had done and taught from
the beginning until the day he gave his
instructions to the apostles he had chosen
through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up o
heaven. He had shown himself alive to them
aftar his Passion by many demonstrations:
far forty days he had continued to appear
to them and tell them abaut the kingdom of
God. When he had been at table with them,
he had told them not to leave lerusalem,
but to wait there for what the Father had
promised. ‘It is" he had said, "what you have
heard me speak about: John baptised with
water but you, not many days from now, will
be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Mow having met tagether, thay asked him,
‘Lard, has the time come? Are you gaing to
restore the kingdom to Israel? He replied,
‘It is not for you to know times or dates
that the Father has decided by his own
authority, but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes an you, and then you
will be my witnesses not anly in Jerusalam
but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and
indeed to the ends of the earth.'

As he said this he was lifted up while they
looked on. and a cloud took him fram
their sight. They were still staring into the
sky when suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said, ‘Why are
you men from Galilee standing here loaking
into the sky? Jlesus who has been taken up
from you into heaven, this same Jesus will
come back in the same way as you have
sean him go there.!

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 46:2.3. 6-9. R. v.6

(R} God mounts his throne to shouls of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
or

(R.) Alleluia.

1. All peoples, clap your hands,
cry to God with shouts of joy!
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear,
great king over all the earth. (R.)

2. God goes up with shouts of joy,;
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast,
Sing praise for God, sing praise,
sing praise to our king, sing praisa, (R,
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3. God is king of all the earth.
Sing praise with all your skill.
God is king over the nations;
God reigns on his holy throne. (R.)

Second Reading Eph 1:17-23

He made Jjesus o 51 a1 A1 fgnd hand in heaven,

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom
and perception of what is revealed, fo
bring you to full knowledge of him. May
he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for
you, what rich glories he has promised the
saints will inherit and how infinitely great
is the power that he has exercised for us
believers. This you can tell from the strength
af his power at work in Christ, when he used
it to raise him from the dead and to make
him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far
above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power,
ar Domination, or any othar name that can
be named, not anly in this age, but also
in the age to come, He has put all things
under his feet, and made him, as the ruler
of everything. the head of the Church; which
15 his body, the fullness of him who fills the
whole creatian,

Gospel Acclamation mt28:19. 20

Alleluwia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.

I am with you always, until the end
of the world.,

Alleluia!

Gospel mt2s:1820

All authorty in heaven and on @arth hag been ghen tc ma.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to
the mountain where Jesus had arranged
to maet tham. When they saw him they fell
down befare him, though some hesitated,
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said,
‘All authority in heaven and on earth has
bean given to me. Go, therafare, make dis-
ciples of all the nations; baptise them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spint, and teach them to abserve
all the commandments | gave to you. And
know that | am with you always; yes, to the
end of time,”
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The Ascension of the Lord, Year A

24 May 2020

Reflection by Greg Sunter

The short gospel passage for today is
taken from the final words of the
gospel of Matthew. It is known as 'The
Great  Commission”  as  Jesus s
portrayed commissicning his disciples
to go out to the world and spread the
good news. They are charged to 'Go,
therefore, make disciples of all the
nations.” This is the basis of much of
the missionary work of the Church that
has gane on ever since then.

However, the focus of today's feast is
much more on the first reading than
the gospel. The opening verses of the
Book of Acts, from the author of Luke-
Acts, describe the final instructions of
Jesus to his disciples and then his
lifting up'. The Luke-Acts writer is the
anly gospel writer to actually describe
the Ascension. The fact that the other
gospels don't discuss the Ascension in
any detail at all is a good indication
that this description should not be
taken literally.

However, the message of the
Ascension is a powerful one, It reminds
us that Jesus. the human incarnation of
God on earth, was limited to a specific
time and place in history. Despite the
physical limitations of his Iife on earth,
Jesus ensured that his message and
ministry would continue through those
he had taught. Knowing that the
disciples would need time to grieve and
come fto terms with all that had
ocecurred in a relatively short space of
time, Jesus promised that the Spirit
would come upon them in the days (o
come. That visiting of the Spirit upon
the disciples at Pentecost was the
motivation to set about dong what
lesus had charged them to do. Without
the Ascension, there s no Pentecaost.
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LAUDATO SI’ @ Voiube

2020 - It’s the fifth anniversary of Laudato Si’
Pope Francis invites you to celebrate Laudato Si’ Week which takes place May 16-24,

The theme for the week is “everything is connected.”
Pope Francis has invited Catholics all around the world to reflect, pray and join to take action
during this week. Go to the diocesan website for further information, which includes the
Catholic Earth care media release and a wide variety of resources www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: - Pra yer
Deaths:

God of all creation,
Whose mighty power raised Jesus from
the dead, be present to this community

Anniversary: of disciples whom you have called to
Arthur Turner, Dulcie Lovett, Margaret Quinn, the hope of a glorious inheritance
Pearlie Rowe, lan Roberts, Jack Fisher, Helen [N AMONG M SAM: fcadn
; Strengthen usin the power of the Spirit
Brown, Joan Jones, Fr Laurie Gallagher, Jean to go and make disciples of all nations,
Riddle, Glennis Ryan. to obey everything that Jesus has
commanded us, and-to know that-he-is
SICK: with us-until the end of the age,
Heather Healy, William Hockey, Diane Barrera, interceding before you on our behalf,
Samuel Jones, Adrian Lyon, Hazel Perdido living and reigning with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,

Soares, Jack Handley, John O'Brien, Emilie “God for.ever-and ever. -

Mclntyre, Judy Bowden.

AMEN. -

National Reconciliation Week

2020
27 MAY - 3 JUNE




Making Sense of the
Ascenslon

This Sunday we celebrale the
Ascension, the day Jesus lell the
Farth, [ think a lot ol us would
like to have him back. But Jesus
did leave and gave us the Spint,

Was that a fair irade?

[f you could choose between
having Jesus present today or
having the Spirit, which would

you choose? I think that for most

Christians, it would be no contest.

Most of us would give up a
lifetime with the Spirit for live
minutes with Jesus. We wanl

Jesus; we can skip the Spirit.

And vet if that is what we believe,

then we really did not understand
the Gospels; we really did not

understand Jesus.

The feast of the Ascension
celebrates letting go of the
physical Jesus and preparing for
the arnival of the Spirit on
Pentceost . We don't want to do
this any more than the aposties
did when, at the Last Suppear in
Joht's Gospel, Jesus tells them
that he must go. He must go 50

(hat he can send the Spiril.

Jesus tells his diseiples in chapter
16 of John, "1t is betier for vou

that [ go,” becausc otherwise, the
Spirit will not come. "But il 1 go,

[ will send hint to you."

The disciples reply, in essence,
"Forgel the Spirit, we want vou to

stick around.”

I think our response today would
be the same, But Jesus savs that it
is better for us iFwe have the

Spant. Why 1s that?

[ think it's becawse no matler vy
close we get 10 him, Jesus ix
always external, whereas the
Spirit is within us, To put it
another way, it's the choice
between having Jesus or baing

Jesus.

[t is the Spirit that makes us Jesus,
makes us the body of Christ. [t is
the Spirit that gives us lifc and
fills us with love. That is why
Jesus muost leave so that he can
send Lhe Spint. [t is not enough
for us to be with Josus; we nwst
become Jesus, and we can only do

that with the power of the Spirit.

[ think our problem is that we
don't know how to recognise the
Spirit's presence in our lives. [
think we experience the Spirit's
prosence not just at special
moments, but ¢very day of our
lives. We just don't recognise it. [f
we truly beheve thal God is Love,
as the Scriplures tell us, then
every lime we experience lose,
we experience the Spirit.

Fvery child who has a loving

parent, has expenenced the Spirit.

The faithiul love we experience
from friends and spouscs is an
expeticnes of the Spirit. The
innocent and trusting tove of
children is asign of the Spirit,
Whenever we feel impelled two
lon e, 1t 18 nod just hormones; it 1s

the powee of the Spirit.

People wha risk their lives to care
for COVID-19 patients are tilled
with the Spirit. Those who
dedicate their lives 1o justice and
reace o Lo protecting Mother

Farth are impelled by the Spirit.

(n his 2016 apostohe
exhortation, Amoris [ atitia, Pope

Francis said that he saw the
presence of the Spirit in the
women's movement when it
worked for equality and the rights

of women.

You might say, "This doesn’t
sound like the Spirit; this is all
very homan.” I would argue that
what 15 nmost human, what 15 most
truly human in us, 15 the presence
of the Spirtl. The Spirit is present
in evervone, calling us o e more
than we ever thought we could be.
Only the Spirit gives us the power
to love unselfishly, to sacrifice
ourschves for another, to commit
aurselves with fidelity in good
times and in bad, (o put justice
above our own advantage.

fiesuf Fr Thamas Rgese & 2 cobrvisl fr Rekin
Fevs Serace and aufor of Inade ihe Vainan The
Frifes angd Ceganizaton of the Calfiob Chuh |




