First Reading 1s45:1.486 ]

| bava takan the hand of Cyrus to Subdue nations before his
couniananca,

Thus says the Lord to his anainted, to
Cyrus,

whom he has taken by his right hand

to subdue nations befare him

and strip the loins of kings,

to force gateways befare him

that their gates be closed no more:

It is for the sake of my servant Jacob,

of Isragl my chosen one,

that | have called you by your name,

conferring a title though you do not [
know me.

I am the Lord, unrivalled;

there is no other God besides me,

Thaugh you do not know me, | arm you

that men may know from the rising to
the setting of the sun

that, apart from me, all is nothing,.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps95:1. 3-5, 7-10. R. v.7

{R.) Give the Lord glory and honour.

1 0Osing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth,
Tell amang the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the

peoples. {R.)

2 The Lord is great and worthy of praise,
to be feared above all gods;
the gods of the heathens are naught.
It was the Lord who made the heavens.

(R.) '

3  Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courls.
(R.)

4 Worship the Lord in his temple.
0 earth, tremble before him,
Proclaim to the nations: ‘God is king,'
He will judge the peoples in fairness.
(R.)

Second Reading 1 Thes 1:1-5
We are mindful of your faith, hope, and ove.
From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the

Church in Thessalonika which is in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing
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you grace and peace from God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

We always mention you in our prayers
and thank God for you all, and constantly
remember before God our Father how you

have shown your faith in action, worked for |
love and persevered through hope, in our |

Lord Jesus Christ.

We know, brothers, that God loves you and |

that you have been chosen, because when
we brought the Good Mews to you, it came
to you not anly as words, but as power and
as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:15. 16

Alleluia, alleluia!

Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluial

| Gospel Mmt22:15-21

Give to Caesar the (hings that belong to Caesar 7 to God
the things that are God's.

The Pharisees went away to work out

| between them how to trap Jesus in what
| he said. And they sent their disciples to
| him, together with the Herodians, to say,

‘Mastar, we know that you are an honest
man and teach the way of God in an honest
way, and that you are not afraid of anyone,
because a man's rank means nothing
to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it
permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’
But Jesus was aware of their malice and
replied, "You hypocrites! Why do you set this
trap for me? Let me see the money you pay
the tax with.” They handed him a denarius,
and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose
name? ‘Caesar's’ they replied. He then
said to them, 'Very well, give back to Caesar
what belongs to Caesar - and to God what
belongs to God.'
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Twenty-nmth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A

18 October 2020

Reflection by Greg Sunter
The gospel writer presents this episode

as a deliberate attempt by the
Pharisees to trap lesus and turn the
people against him, Their plan was a
good one, with no apparent ‘safe’
answer: is it permissible (within Jewish
tradition) to pay taxes to Caesar or not?
If Jesus were to answer that it is not
permissible to pay taxes then he would
be identified as a rebel and a threat to
Roman authority - leaving himself open
to severe punishment. If he were to

| answer that it was permissible to pay

the taxes he would have alienated a lot
of his audience who resented the taxes
imposed by Rome,

Instead of falling into the trap set by the
Pharisees, Jesus approaches the
question in a completely diffarent way.
He asks them to show him the mongy
with  which they pay the tax
Immediately, he has turned the tables
on them, He doesn't appear to carry any
of the coin in guestion and yet the
Pharisees’ disciples carry them as a
matter of hahit. They are asking if it is
parmissible to pay the tax and yet freely
carry the coin with which the tax is paid.
lesus shows up the hypocrisy of their
guestion by forcing them to reveal their
own position in the simple action of
producing one of the Roman coins.
Jesus then closes the dispute by
instructing them to render (give) to
Caesar what belongs to Caesar but,
mare importantly, render to God what
balongs to God. In a very simple way

| Jesus has shown up the Pharisees’
| disciples as being collaborators with the

Roman authority and placing  that
authority above the authority of God. He
reminds the listeners that regardless of
earthly authority, the first duty is owed
to God.
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Our Collections 2020 Financial Year
1st—Priest Support:

2nd—Stewardship
Pledged: $133,702 (2021FY) Given YTD: $26,722

Western Border Parish Mission Outreach
Mission Donations made last
Sr Lourdes—Kenya Mission $5,750

Sr Stella’s—India Mission $9,180

Total (Full Year) — $14,930

Priests Support (1st Collection)

Credit or debit card online;
https://westernborder.breezechms.com/give
or by Telephoning the Parish Office on 5571 1161.
Electronic Funds Transfer
BSB: 083-663 ACC: 51-580-8981
Reference: Priest Support

Stewardship (2nd Collection)
Credit or debit card online;
Telephoning the Parish Office on 5571 1161 or
emailing to admin@westernborder.church
Electronic Funds Transfer
BSB: 083-663 Acc: 01-715-7303
Reference: Your Name

OR Post cheques to 23 Dinwoodie Street, Hamilton , Vic 3300.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:

Deaths:
Ivy Steel Our prayers and deepest sympathy
to Jenna & family.

Anniversary:

Jeremy Fleming, Gladys Ryan, Alf Roberts,

Eric Doherty, Paddy Brown, Trish Daffey,

Leon Storer, Frank Monaghan, Patricia Ronchi,
Ashleigh Crane.

SICK:

lan Mason, Diane Fry, Heather Healy,
William Hockey, Adrian Lyon.

Wishing Abbey a very Happy Birthday!
on her special day
Monday, 19th October.

God’s love
is (oo deep for words

fo express.

Mary MacKillop 1870




Our Local Parish Mass Online

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
& Sunday.

admin@westernborder.church
OR View via Apps—YouTube & Facebook.

DYOUTUI]E search - St Mary's Hamilton

FOLLOW US
ON FACEBOOK Search - westernbordercatholicparish

Plenary Council Update

The journey to the Plenary Council 2020

continues. While it is in a context more different
than we could have ever expected, the need to pray,
discern and listen to the Holy Spirit and each other is

more important than ever.

PlenaryCouncil2020

Listen to what the Spirit is saying...

plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au

The month of October we will look at HOW IS GOD CALLING US TO BE A CHRIST-CENTRED
CHURCH IN AusTrALIA THAT Is Humble, Healing and Merciful?

Plenary Council Discernment papers now available in audio format:

All six discernment papers have now been recorded and can be accessed on the Plenary Council website

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/continuing-the-journey-of-discern ment/

Celebrating the 10th Anniversary of St Mary
MacKillop’s Canonisation,
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To mark the 10th anniversary of the
canonisation of Mary MacKillop, Australia’s
first Saint, the Sisters of Saint Joseph invite

you to celebrate the wonderful life and
inspirational legacy of Saint Mary of the Cross.
The Sisters have created commemorative
prayers, videos and a global vigil in honour of
Mary.
www.sosj.org.au/10th-anniversary

PRAYER

You alone, O God, are Lord,
and there is no other.
Formed in your image,

we bear the imprint of your face

and your Name is engrave on our

hearts.

In a world loyal to other powers,
let our lifestyle be governed
by the standard of the gospel

and the currency of your kingdom.
As we render to others

the freedom of conscience

that is their right,

we may freely render to you

the allegiance you alone deserve.

We ask this through Christ, Our Lord.

AMEN




Make a difference this For the JOVof the _
World Mission Month Lord 1s your Tﬂ

Mission Sunday 18th Oct. STR E N G
catholicmission.org.au/cambodia

RS N EHEMIAH 8:10
Help empower children and young adults with disability

at the Arrupe Centre in Cambodia, which provides vital care

for those who would otherwise have limited opportunities
or support to lead a fulfilling life.

Chen'’s story

At just 16 years old, Chen'’s life changed in a moment when he
stood on a landmine that took both of his legs. With his family already
struggling to make ends meet, they were unsure if they would be able

to provide the necessary care for Chen. Thankfully, Bishop Kike,
offered a lifeline, which has opened up many doors for Chen.

The Arrupe Centre, established by Bishop Kike in north-western
Cambodia in 2001, has bheen a home for many people, especially
children, with disability — helping to empower them and offer
opportunities they might otherwise not have. However, there are
many more children like Chen that rely on the support and care that
the Arrupe Centre provides. By donating today, you can help restore
dignity and empower people living with a disability, like Chen.

The Arrupe Centre provides children and youth, like Chen, with

shelter, food and healthcare, education and career opportunities to help
empower them and build their future.

The Centre works in conjunction with the Outreach program, another Church-run

mission project in Battambang, which provides practical support - such as food,
microloans, scholarships for the siblings, and repair of homes - to the families of the
Arrupe residents. Without this critical support, many families

would struggle to provide adequate care and support for
their loved ones. Your support will help us reach outto
the most vulnerable in communities like Chen’s around
the world. Please donate today.

WAYS TO GIVE: Due to COVID restrictions here are some ways to
support the Appeal - 1. Envelope 2. visit Website — give online at
www/catholicmission.org.au/Cambodia;

3. Text GIVE to 0488 854 436 and then follow instructions.

You’re donation will help Bishop Kike and the Arrupe Centre continue to
make a difference in Cambodia today.




