
 
23 Dinwoodie Street, HAMILTON   VIC   3300    Phone:  03 5571 1161 

ABN: 35 968 537 265 

 

15/10/21 

 

Dear Parishioners 

 

We are very excited to announce to our parishioner that we have come to an agreement to sell a parcel of 

land in Lonsdale Street, Hamilton to South West Health Care (SWH) which they will use to build a new 2.3-

million-dollar Community Mental Health Centre. This new development aligns beautifully with our own 

Maryknoll Centre’s aim of being a hub of community wellbeing!   

 

The portion of land sold is shown on the image below and includes the house at 122 Lonsdale Street that was 

purchased by the parish in 2020.  Further detail of the development can be read in the article below which is 

taken from the Hamilton Spectator. 

 
 

We very much look forward to the progress of this project over the coming 14 months! 

 

John Hockey – Parish Manager 

 

 



 

Hamilton Spectator Article – 14/10/21 
 

$2.3 MILLION GRANT – Hamilton Spectator - BLAIR BURNS 
 

 
SOUTH West Healthcare (SWH) mental health executive director, Richard Campion and Hamilton team leader, 

Praveen Premnath stand on the vacant block where the facility will be built, and both were excited about the 

contribution it would make to Hamilton.  Photo: LAUREN HAY. 211013lh002 

 

The Hamilton community is set to benefit from a $2.3 million mental health facility on Lonsdale Street which 

is expected to be completed by December 2022. 

 

South West Healthcare (SWH) received the grant for the purpose-built facility through the Victorian 

Government’s 2020-2021 Regional Health Infrastructure Fund (RHIF), and the centre will give locals greater 

access to mental health care and services. The new facility will be located on the vacant block next to the 

Maryknoll Centre and will add to the significant community services hub in the area. 

 

The proposed plan details the new modern design which will incorporate five consulting suites, a multi-

purpose conference and education room, two waiting areas, three staff office areas, a secure and fully 

landscaped outdoor sensory area, as well as 12 public car parking spaces and public and staff bathrooms. The 

current SWH mental health facility in Hamilton on Foster Street has been outgrown and all involved are 

excited about a new and larger space. 

 

SWH mental health executive director, Richard Campion said the new space would allow staff to better 

deliver the service to the community. 

 

“We’re absolutely delighted … we’ve already developed a community site in Portland, we are really 

delighted to bring the same opportunities to the Hamilton community,” Mr Campion told The Spectator. 

 

“We’ve basically outgrown the facilities that we’ve got but also recognise the opportunities, when you build 

new on a piece of land like this, you get the opportunity to design it within modern standards, so we will be 

able to design a light filled, bright, friendly and welcoming environment.” 

 



One aspect of the new facility that Mr Campion was particularly looking forward to was the sensory garden 

- an interesting way to engage consumers. 

 

“We will have an enclosed sensory garden which is a really important space for our consumers to spend time 

with their case managers and therapists, perhaps outside the indoor centre,” he said. 

 

SWH has purchased the block of land and Mr Campion thanked St Mary Mackillop Parish manager, John 

Hockey for his assistance throughout the process. 

 

SWH has drafted Request for Tender (RFT) documents to engage and appoint architects to begin designing 

the facility - this is expected to be released to market within the next month. Mr Campion said having already 

upgraded and done this in Portland, SWH had an idea of how to approach the new build. “We know how 

these things operate and we will use that experience to learn from and make sure we deliver the best facility 

we can for Hamilton and the district,” he said. “We are really keen to design these new facilities in line with 

the needs of the Hamilton community and we will consult and take advice from the community on what they 

feel they need in their centre.” 

 

Mental health Hamilton team leader, Praveen Premnath said the entirety of the Hamilton staff would simply 

relocate to the new facility with the same team. 

 

“We’ve been waiting for this for a few years, we’ve been working from an old, converted house and our 

services have grown from the original building that was established for mental health,” he told The Spectator. 

 

“We are really excited to have a better working space for the staff and also the consumers, we are very happy, 

there is a lot of room for growth.” The new building will allow already established programs with SWH to 

expand and gain greater awareness. 

 

“We still have a number of services coming up from Warrnambool and this space will give a bit more of a 

presence for those services and programs as well,” Mr Premnath said. 

 

“It is exciting for everyone around the community, for South West Healthcare, (as well as) our close partner 

which is Western District Health Service (WDHS).” 

 

The announcement couldn’t have come at a better time than during mental health week which runs from 

October 9-16. 

 

Mr Campion hoped the funding would give the community some comfort and reassurance around the work 

that is being put into the mental health sector. 

 

 

 


