First Reading ler20:7-9

Tha wart of the Laro fiod kaa meant dedston for ma.

Yau have seduced me, Lord, and | have et
mysel be seduged:

you have overpowered me: you wers the
stronger. -

| am a daily laughlng-stock,

everybody's butt,

Each Ume [ speak the word, | have to howl

and proclalm: ‘Yialence and runl’

The word of the Lord has meant for me

Instit, derisian, all day long.

| used to say, 1 will not think about hirm,

1 'wil! nat speak in his pame any more,

Theh there seemed to be & fire burning In
ry heart,

imprisaned in my hnnes.

The effort to restrain It wearled me,

| could not bear R

Respoansotial Psalm
Ps 62:2-6. 8-9.R. v.2

{(R.) My soui is thivsting for you,
- O Lord my God.

1. 0 God, you are my God, for yout | long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like: & dry, weary land without water. (R.)

2. 5o gaze an you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love Is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. (R.)

3. 80 | will bless you all my |ife,
In yeur name 1 wil e up my hands.
My scul shall be filled a5 with & banduer,
iy mcuth shall pralse you with Joy. (R

4, For you havae been my help:
in the shadow of your wings | rejoioe.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. {R.}

Second Reading rom 12412
Moy yor pracent wour bedies a2 8 fving sacrice.

Think of God's mercy, my brothers, and
worship him, | beg you, in a way that is
worthy of thinking beings, by offering
your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly
pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves
on the behaviour of the world around you,
but let your behaviour .change, modelled
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by your new mind. This is the only way to
discever the will of God and know what is
good, what it is that God wants, what is the
perfect thing to do.

Gospel Acclamation SeeEphil:17-18

Alleluia, allelulal

May tha Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ

enlighien the eyes of our heart, .

that we might see how great
is the hope

o which we are callad.
Alleluial

Gospel Mti16:21.27
Whoevar wishas i coma after me muwst deny himssit

Jesus began to makie it clear ta his disclples
that he was destined to goto Jerusalem and
sUffer grievously at the hands of the eldars
and chief priests and scribes, to be put to
death and to be raised Up on the third day.
Then, taking him aside, Peter started o
remanstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve
you, Lord,’ he said. ‘This must not happen
to you." But he turned and said to Peter,
‘Get behind me, Satant You are an obstacls
in my path, kecause the way you think is not
God's way but man’s.’

Then lesus sald to his disclples, 'If amyane
wants 1 be a follower of mine, lat him
ranounee himself and take p his cress and

follow me. For anyong who wants 1o save

Ws [Ife will [ose i but anyane whi [oses his
fife for my sake will find it. What, then, will
a man galn [f he wins the wholg warld and
rutbns his ife? O what has & man o offer in

‘exchange for hls ife?

‘For the Son of Man is going to come in
the glory of his Father with his angels, and,
when he does, he will reward each one
according to his behavicur.
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Comprising the communities of Apsfey, Balmorol, Costerton, Coferoine, Dunkeld, Edenhope,
Glenthempson, Goroke, Hamiflon, Harrow, Mocarthur, Penshurst and Tarrgyoukyan.

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 3 September 2023

Reflection by Grog Sunter
This weak's gospel is the first of threa
predictions  of  Jesus® death and

rasumrection in Matthew's goipel (sea
alst Mark and Luke). Despite Felers
confesslon of -faith that immediately
precedes this passage (see last week's
gospal), the disciples still do not have a
very solid understanding of Jtesus'
purpose, They may regard Nim as the
Messiah, but still de net fully undarstand
what that means. In this passage, lesus is
beginning to prepare them for the evenis
of the passfon - his death and
resumection. He Is trying to lead thamto a
greater understanding of his mission and
messzage. But Peter abruptly ‘rebukes
Jesus and tells him not to speak |ike that.
Cne can almost hear Peter saying, ‘Lagk,
Jesus, you've got 3 good thing going here,
dont spell © by talking about dyingl’
Howewver, Jesus responds to Peter very
sharply, suggesting that his lack of
understanding is inspirad by evil and
reflects  human  thought, not  divine
wisdorn.

The passage then [eads in o &
description of the challenge of
disclpleship. To be a Tollower of fesus
means to “deny’ oneself, take up one’s
cross and follow Jesus. In the context of
this passage, o "deny’ oneself means to
not be concerned about ‘" bt to be
concemed about You' - io put others
before self. To be a follower of Jasus
means to be selfless, not self-gcantrad., In

| the ultimate example of this, Jesus tells

his disciples that whosver wishes to save
thelr Iife will lese it, but whoever loses
their [Ife for Jesus® sake will find L To
‘save” your lIfe is to hold back from giving
yaurself fully to the message of fesus - to
be ‘halt-hearted” inyour falth. But io ‘lese’
yourself in the message of Jesus s 1o fully
give yoursell over to Iving the reign of
God and through ‘losing” yourself in this
way, Jesus tells us, Is how to truly find Iife.
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Let Justice and Peace Flow” is
the theme of this year's
ecumenical Season of Creation,
inspired by the words of the
prophet Amos:;

“I et justice flow on like a river,
righteousness like a never-failing
Stream” (5:24).

The evocative image used by Amos speaks to us of
what God desires. God wants justice to reign; it is as
essential to our life as God's children made in his
likeness as water is essential for our physical survival.
This justice must flow forth wherever it is needed,
neither remaining hidden deep beneath the ground nor
vanishing like water that evaporates before it can bring
sustenance. God wants everyone to strive to be just in
every situation, to live according to his laws and thus
to enable life to flourish. When we “seek first the
kingdom of God” {Mt 6:33), maintaining a right
relationship with God, humanity and nature, then
justice and peace can flow like a never-failing stream
of pure water, nourishing humanity and all creatures.

Our Parish Collections

.1st Collection: Priests’ Support: $ 575.
2nd Collection: Stewardship Given YTD:S
2022 FY Full Year Pledged:5131,856

Western Border Parish Mission Outreach
mMission Donations made this financial year to date.

Sr Lourdes—Kenya Mission $ 6,500.
Sr Stella’s—India Mission 56,500,

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

DEATHS:

Michael Phillips.

Qur prayers and condolences are with Sherry
and families.

ANNIVERSARIES:

Anthony Maoney, Robert Tiermey, Ruby Mahoney,
Allan Johnson, Joyce Brooker, Lorna Schulte,
Mary Penington, Basil Jeffreys, John Burrow,
Tony Ryan, Peter Dickie, Eflen Mclntosh.

| SICK:
Lynda Freeman.

e B Prayer for ...
FATHER?*S DAY

Gracious God,
Bless father's
and zll father figures
with such love
and faithfulness that children flourish
and grow in joy.
Bless those who long to be fathers
and those for whom this day is difficult.
AMEN.

PRAYER

Transform us, O God,
by the renewal of our minds,
that we may not be conformed to this worid
or seduced by human standards of
SUCCESS.
But as true disciples
may we discern
how good and pleasing it is to you
for us to deny ourselves,
take up the cross,
and follow in the footsteps
of Christ your Son.

AMEN.

KERYN & ANDY
GORDON.

Pope's prayer intention:
SEPTEMBER | Forpeopleliving on the margins

We pray for those persens living on the margins of
society, in inhumane life canditions; may they not be
overlooked by institutions and never considered of
lesser importance.
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Sund
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St Mary’s Catholiec Church

- Hamilton,

The Ausfralian Boys Choir is
embarking on its 2023 four to
Western Victoria and is trilled to
be singing in Hamiiton.
This concert features pianist
Timothy Mallis and is conducted
by ABCI
Artistic Director Nicholas
Dinopoulos.

Tickets
General Admission $35

Concession 325
Child (under 12) free

Tickets af the door
or book ahead @
www.australianboyschoir.com.au

Fr Paddy
is going on Sabbatical Leave for 10 weeks.

By the blessing of God and the generosity cof the
Ballarat Diocese, | have been granted Sabbatical
Leave from Sunday, September 10, to Friday,

November 24.

During that time, | am joining an [gnatian group of
16, walking the lgnatian Camino in the footsteps
of 5t Ignaﬁu&,' founder of the lesuits, over 20 days
and 400 kilometres. {It is exactly 10 years since |

did this same Pilgrimage)

It is as much an inner spiritua! journey with talks
and readings to ponder while walking, with

Eucharist and shared reflections in the evenings.

| also hope to visit and spend time with Jesuit, Fr
Jaime Flaquer in Granada, in the south of Spain,
who had spent a month with us here in Hamilton

around 2010, leading the Retreat in Daily Life.

| conciude the Sabbatical with a week’s
WMeditation Retreat at the World Centre for
Christian Meditation in France, led by Archbishop
Rohan Williams {former Archbishop of

Canterbury.)

In between for two weeks, | am joining two of my
sisters who serendipitously are in Europe at the

same time,

Please pray for me that [ may utilise this time of
grace as much as s feasible

and return home safely, renewed

and refreshed!

Fr Paddy.




